immigration and admissions

what financial documents should i include?
The financial documents you should include as part of your
visa application will depend on which country you are applying
from. The UKVI classifies some countries as low risk and
therefore it is not necessary to supply the documents below.
Low risk countries include Argentina, Australia, Brunei,
Canada, Chile, Croatia, Hong Kong, Japan, Malaysia, New
Zealand, Oman, Qatar, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan (for
those who hold a passport issued by Taiwan, that includes their
ID card number), Trinidad & Tobago, UAE, United States of
America and British National Overseas.
If you are not applying from a low risk country, you must
include relevant financial documents with their visa application.
Evidence of your money must meet specific requirements. If
they do not, your immigration application may be refused.
As evidence of your money, you must use:
• � personal bank or building society statements, or
• � a building society passbook, or
• � a letter from your bank confirming your funds, or
• � a letter from a regulated financial institution confirming
your money or loan, or
• � a letter from your national government confirming a loan
Bank accounts and Bank statements
A bank account can be in your name, or in your parents’ or
legal guardian’s name, and it can be a joint account you hold
with someone else. You can use more than one account if
necessary, and you can use a combination of your account(s)
and your parent’s or legal guardian’s account(s). If you are
relying on a loan, the loan must be in your name only.
You can use an overseas bank account. However, if your funds
are not in pounds sterling, you should convert the closing
balance and write this sum on the document that you are using
as evidence of your finances. The UKVI uses the OANDA
website [www.oanda.com] to convert currencies into pounds
sterling, so you should use this exchange rate too.
The UKVI has published lists of financial institutions a
number of countries that do not verify financial statements
to their satisfaction. The UKVI’s website has lists of
the unacceptable and acceptable financial institutions
these countries. We would encourage you to check whether
your country is part of this listing. You can see the full list here.
If you wish to use a bank account in your parents’ or guardian’s
name or names, you must also collate evidence of their
relationship to you. A “low risk” student should obtain the
evidence, but does not need to include it with their initial
application. All other applicants should include the evidence
with their application.

This evidence of your relationship with your parent(s) or legal
guardian must be:
• � your original birth certificate, or a notarised copy, showing
the name of your parent or parents whose bank account
you are using for your immigration application
• � if you are adopted, the original certificate of adoption, or a
notarised copy, showing your name and the name of your
parent or parents whose bank account you are using for
your immigration application
• � if you have a legal guardian, an original court document,
or notarised copy, which shows the name of your guardian
whose bank account you are using for your immigration
application.
If you intend to use money in a bank or building account, the
full amount of money that you need must be in the account for
28 days up to the date of the closing balance. This means
that the account must not drop below the amount that you
need to show at any time during the 28 day period. If it does
your immigration application may be refused. Furthermore,
the Immigration Rules now state that your financial documents
must show a closing balance dated no more than 31 days
before the date that you submit your application, however the
policy guidance still refers to financial documents being no
more than one month old, or no more than six months if you
are relying on a letter which confirms you have a loan.
what if i have an official financial sponsor?
An official financial sponsor is defined in the Tier 4 policy
guidance as:
• � the UK government
• your home government
• � the British Council
• � any international organisation
• � an international company (the UKVI has not defined
‘international company’ but it seems to mean a company with
a trading presence (an office) in more than one country)
• � any university
If you receive funding from any of the above sources, you will
need to obtain a letter from them confirming what they will pay
towards your course fees and maintenance.
This letter must show:
• � the student’s name (your name)
• � the name and contact details of the official financial sponsor
• � the date of the letter
• � the length of the sponsorship
• � the amount of money the sponsor is giving to the
student, or a statement that ALL course fees and living
costs will be covered.
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